M
assive open online courses (MOOCs), in which enterprising professors teach free courses online at scale, burst on the scene in early 2012 with the emergence of providers such as Coursera, Udacity, and edX. I spoke with Anant Agarwal, the CEO of edX, which was created by MIT and Harvard and hosts university-level courses in numerous disciplines to students around the world. Agarwal taught the first edX course on circuits and electronics from MIT, which drew 155,000 students from 162 countries. You can see the entire interview at www.computer .org/computingconversations.
In its third year, edX has enrolled more than 5 million students from all over the world and offers more than 500 free courses from the world's best universities, colleges, and institutions. The courses cover a wide range of topics, from architecture to social science. Not surprisingly, computer science courses are in high demand: In addition to classes that provide critical skills to students already engaged in their careers, edX can also improve the pipeline of incoming computer science students. These courses can get students started and be useful throughout their education: T echnology has been used to enhance teaching since the mid1990s. Nearly every campus has some form of a learning management system (LMS). Historically, computer science faculty members tend to eschew the campus-wide LMS, preferring to build their own software so they can tinker with their environments as technology evolves. The edX platform emerged from this tinkering and has become a mainstream product. As the platform continues to grow, and as these types of courses begin to change the requirements of online education, the MOOC platform software might ultimately reshape the entire marketplace for software that supports teaching and learning.
Selected CS articles and columns are also available for free at http://ComputingNow .computer.org.
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